
WRT 1060, Winter 2021
Major Assignment 1:  Summary of Two Scholarly Articles
 Due: Monday, February 8, at 11:59pm via Moodle

Background on Major Assignment 1: As mentioned in our first video lecture, WRT 1060 will primarily focus on research-based writing. We will take our time this semester gathering research, analyzing research, and presenting research to various audiences. 

Now that you have advanced from WRT 1050 to WRT 1060, we will spend some time learning about “scholarly articles”; what are their characteristics? How do we best go about finding and evaluating scholarly articles? Most importantly, how can we use scholarly articles to help us answer our research questions?

Before we start working on a research project, there are two important things we must do. The first is to develop a research question. The second is to make sure we truly understand the scholarly articles that we will be using to help us explore and answer our research question. We cannot use an article for our project if we do not understand what it is talking about!

Objective: By the time you start working on major assignment 1, you will already have a research question developed (we will be dedicating class time to this). Once you have come up with a research question, use the Library OneSearch database on the Oakland University Libraries website and find two scholarly articles that you believe could help you explore and answer your research question. Then, answer the following questions for each of your two articles:

1. Article overview: 
a. First, introduce the title of your article, the author(s), the year it was published, and the journal under which it was published.
b. What is the topic or issue this scholarly article is addressing? More importantly, what is the argument that the author is making about this topic or issue? In other words, what is the author trying to convince the reader of? Be sure to provide quotes/excerpts from the article that prove this is indeed the author’s main argument.

2. Research: How did the author conduct their research for this article? If they conducted their own study, briefly explain their process; for example, who were the subjects? How large was the sample size? How exactly was the study carried out?

If the author did not conduct their own study, describe some of the other authors/scholars/researchers this author cited while writing this article. Who are these other authors, and why are they relevant to this topic? (Hint: Looking at the works cited page at the end of your article can help you answer this.)

Be sure to provide quotes/excerpts from the article that prove this is indeed the author’s research process.

3. Analysis: Typically, scholarly articles have a section in which the author, upon reviewing their research, will discuss a new realization or finding. In other words, what did this author learn through their research? Summarize the results and analysis that the author explored in the article. Be sure to provide quotes/excerpts from the article that prove this is indeed the author’s analysis.

4. Evaluation: Finally, I would like you to evaluate this article in relationship to your own research question. What parts of this scholarly article do you think will be most helpful to you as you answer and explore your own research question, and in what way? How has this scholarly article changed or enhanced your original research question?

For each of these sections (article overview, research, analysis, and evaluation), I would like you to write at minimum a 5-7 sentence paragraph. Details and specificity here is very important. **Please note: Submitted summaries that do not meet this requirement will be returned to you and considered incomplete until it is corrected. **

Once you have summarized one of your articles, repeat the above sections for the second article.

Tone and style: For this first major assignment, you may write in a more casual, informal tone. You may also use “I” in your summaries (for example, “I want to use this article because…”).


 
